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P aulette Criaris, of Lewes Delaware, an esteemed educator and cherished

member of her community, passed away peacefully on January 26, 2025, at the
age of 76. Born on May 15, 1948, in Staten Island, NY, she was widely known for her

kindness, generosity, and adventurous spirit. Paulette’s family was among the earliest

settlers of the island, and her deep connection to the community remained a
defining aspect of her life.

Paulette’s career in education began when she graduated cum laude from Wagner
College with a Bachelor’s degree in education. Her passion for learning led her to

earn a master’s degree from Richmond College and pursue postgraduate work at

Middlesex Community College. She went on to have a diverse and impactful career
as a teacher for the City of New York, an adjunct professor at Middlesex Community

College, and a senior software engineer for Bellcore in Piscataway NJ.
Beyond her professional accomplishments, Paulette was skilled in needlepoint and

cross-stitch, and she dedicated much of her love and energy to raising and training

her beloved Welsh Terriers. A passionate reader and Mahjong enthusiast, she was also
known for her exquisite collection of blue and white porcelain. Paulette’s love of

travel allowed her to explore the world, enriching her life and the lives of those who
shared her adventures.

A passionate reader, Paulette was an active member of her local book club, where she
found joy in discussing literature and connecting with fellow book lovers

Paulette was the foundation of her family, offering unwavering support and

affection. She is survived by her devoted husband, Basil Criaris, and her cousins,
John Van Name (and his wife, Linda), Robert Van Name, Karen Mascaro, Deborah

Lenahan, and Sandra Moshier. She will also be fondly remembered by her sister-in-
law, Suzanne Criaris for her warmth and generosity. Paulette was predeceased by her

parents, Paul and Ann Van Name, and her siblings, Katherine and Paul Van Name.
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Her memory will live on in the hearts of all who know her.

Paulette’s membership in the Alpha Omicron Pi Sorority was a cherished part of her
life, reflecting her deep belief in sisterhood and service.

Paulette Criaris lived a full life, defined by love, kindness, and an adventurous spirit
that will be dearly missed and fondly remembered by all who had the privilege of

knowing her.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Welsh Terrier Cares, an organization
dedicated to the welfare of Welsh Terriers, a breed that Paulette held dear.

welshterrierrescue.com
FLORIST NOTE: PLEASE HAVE ALL FLOWERS DELIVERED BY FRIDAY,

JANUARY 31, 2025 BY 1PM TO OUR LEWES LOCATION.

Please sign the virtual guestbook located on the tribute page.
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Viewing

Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium-Atkins-

Lodge Chapel

16961 Kings Highway, Lewes DE 19958
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=38.7448558,-75.1503881


Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Paulette by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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